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some of them – leading a turbulent and
exhausting life as well as being sensitive
and of failing health – became mostly ill
of tuberculosis, other infections, epide-
mics (plague), inflammations, intoxica-
tions or succumbed to murders, accidents
– drowning, anxieties – depressions, with
suicides, dependences and other dis-
eases, circulatory disorders, malignan-
cies – surgeries, etc. In that case, their
life expectancy was thirty or less. Our fo-
cus is on the most eminent 10 composers
who died young and we shortly comment
on their illnesses.1–8
Summary – As the opposite of long living
composers’ majority (more than 60 years)
we stressed here the impressive amount of
composers who died young (younger than
40) focusing on 10 most eminent ones and
their death causes, as well as other 200, ac-
centuating the youngest ones who died by
the age of 20.
Key words: composers (200), diseases,
young, deaths
INTRODUCTION
Through centuries, composers have
mostly lived for more than 60 years, but
10 FAMOUS COMPOSERS
GIOVANNI BATTISTA PERGOLESI
(1710–1736) Pergolesi was not a healthy
person in his early years; he led a very
active social life but had to withdraw
from those activities because of his ill-
ness-tuberculosis. He received his final
treatment and care in Pozzuoli monas-
tery, where he died. Just before his death,
he wrote some sacral music, such as »Sta-
bat mater« and »Salve regina«. He was
aware of his illness and therefore he did-
n’t want to get married. He could have
become one of the world’s biggest com-
posers. Maybe only Schubert and Mo-
zart have given more in 26 years.
FRANZ SCHUBERT (1797–1828) Due to
his drinking habits, he was nicknamed »lit-
tle sponge«. He was not a typical alcoholic.
By chance, after one of his casual »intimate
contacts«, he was infected with syphilis in
1823. He suffered from syphilis, a disease
with very unpleasant symptoms in the
second phase, with itchy swellings and ec-
zema all over the body and the loss of
hair. He was admitted for treatment to
Vienna General Hospital. In 1828, at the
age of 31, he suffered from vertigo – diz-
ziness and headache (hangovers?). Sud-
denly, after two to three weeks he died
from an unexpected acute disease – ty-
phoid fever.9
VINCENZO BELLINI (1801–1835) For
several years he was having uncharacter-
istic gastrointestinal troubles which cor-
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respond with »chronic« intestinal amoe-
biasis, i.e. that very clinical picture which
is in all Mediterranean regions most com-
monly found. His last illness, because of
which he died within several weeks,
started after some rather large and long –
lasting exertions. His terminal illness
had the (clinical) picture of the acute
dysenteric syndrome. The macroscopic
finding at the autopsy also spoke in fa-
vour of the afore-mentioned diagnosis of
a rather severe amoebiasis and hepatic
abscess.10
WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART
(1756– 1791) Aged 6, 8, 10, 22, 28 and
34 he had bouts of streptococcal throat
infection – tonsillitis – rheumatic fever.
The last 2 years of Mozart’s life were a
period of quick deterioration of his
health (1789–1791). This was a period of
great creativity and exhaustion but also
of ever worsening financial status, per-
haps because of gambling? During the
last 2 months, and especially the last 2
weeks of his life, his health became rap-
idly worse. Two weeks before his death,
he lay in bed. His physicians diagnosed a
fever with a rash. They could not save
him, just as they could not save so many
other people in Vienna at that time (epi-
demics). Mozart’s illness was worse af-
ter bloodletting and he died of fever,
painful and swollen joints, exanthema
and convulsions. The cause of his death
was some generalized bacterial infection
(coli bacteria, staphylococci, or most pro-
bably streptococci). It can explain Schön-
lein – Hennoch’s purpura (benign pro-
gnosis), the first attacks of rheumatic
fever (very rare at that age with such an
outcome), possible endocarditis, toxic
scarlet fever and septicaemia.11
HENRY PURCELL (1658–1695) In the
autumn of 1695, he started being ill and
became skinny, so he had to stay in bed,
but still, he was trying to work as hard as
possible. His condition was getting worse
with further weight losing, sweating and
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coughing with fever. It is believed that he
died from tuberculosis, which is very
likely considering the symptoms. He
died too early – at Mozart’s age (36),
wanting to obtain as much as possible
from his short life by his sociability, hard
work and periodical inclination towards
pleasure (drinking etc.).12
GEORGES BIZET (1838–1875) He was
a person of rather delicate health, with a
long history of sore throat and recurring
tonsillitis, with consequent rheumatic
condition affecting the joints, that was
particularly persistent during the last
months of his life. Also, he must have
suffered from a heart condition. He be-
came ill of a peritonsilar (while less pos-
sibly para-pharyngeal) abscess. His gen-
eral condition deteriorated with high
fever and sore joints – an acute case of
rheumatism. He died far too prematu-
rely, during the night, from his second
heart attack.
FELIX MENDELSSOHN – BARTHOLDY
(1809–1847) Since 1833 he suffered from
frequent headaches accompanied by tem-
porary spells of dizziness and black-
-outs. Once, while swimming in the river
Rhein, he had a seizure (mild stroke?)
and almost drowned. He suffered mostly
from so called neurasthenic – conversive
difficulties, sometimes with hypochon-
driac characteristics, so that the majority
of his ailments could be considered as
psychosomatic. Mendelssohn was shocked
when his sister Fanny passed away sud-
denly in 1847 after suffering from a
stroke, actually only few months before
him. He suddenly fell ill on October 9th
1847 (first stroke). He went to bed com-
plaining that his hands were cold and
numb. The same attack repeated that
evening. His hands were stiff, and he had
a terrible headache. The next day his
doctor prescribed leeches. Several more
relapses happened after that. An abrupt
deterioration took place on November
134 Alcoholism 2013; 49: 131–143
Darko Breitenfeld et al.
3rd 1847. He suddenly became very ill
(third stroke). He suddenly screamed
and felt a terrible pain in his head. He fi-
nally lost consciousness and died the
next day. There was a terminal brain –
bleeding. Another possibility is the rup-
ture of a brain aneurism (an enlarged and
weakened brain vessel).13
GEORGE GERSHWIN (1898–1937)
Gershwin’s health was good until 1934
when having started displaying some
symptoms like dizziness, headache and
nervousness – irritability. The first omi-
nous sign of his fatal illness appeared
early in 1937: hypersensitivity and de-
pression occurred. The first warning signs
were unpleasant smell of burning rubber
nausea, vertigo, severe light-headedness
and his condition worsened. He lost his
vitality completely. He could barely walk,
using his surroundings as support. Light
started to bother him, his voice weak-
ened and his movement coordination was
disrupted and he became irritable and
aggressive. On 9th July he slipped into
deep unconsciousness. A neurosurgeon
urgently operated on Gershwin and a
brain tumour was found in the right tem-
poral lobe. It was a cystic tumour with
highly malignancy signs. Glioblastoma
multiforme was diagnosed. The patient
did not recover after the surgery; he re-
mained in the state of deep unconscious-
ness and died around noon on the same
day.14
CARL MARIA VON WEBER (1786–
1826) His entire childhood was over-
shadowed by his sensitive constitution,
general sensitivity and delicate health.
He was limping; it was probably caused
by a hip dislocation at birth. His acid poi-
soning was never explained. He suffered
from permanent hoarseness. He was ail-
ing since he was 25, suffering from
heavy diarrhoea, lung problems with
strong pain in his chest, throat pains with
fever, ever more frequent coughs and he
was very weak in general. The condition
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worsened in the following years and
around 30 he became even weaker. He
accepted a fatal offer from London. After
a very successful London premiere of
»Oberon«, he died in great pains at the
age of 39.
FRÉDÉRIC CHOPIN (1810–1859) He
often complained about chest symptoms,
haemoptysis, fever, headache, bronchi-
tis, laryngitis, cough, relapsing diarrhoea
and loss of body weight. He was infected
with tuberculosis. However, at first he
did not show signs of the disease because
he was in good general and immunologi-
cal state at that time. Later, he was suf-
fering from chronic dyspnoea. He met
George Sand in 1837. He escorted her to
Mallorca. His health severely deterio-
rated there and he was even in mortal
danger – exudative cavernous tuberculo-
sis developed, with constant catarrhus,
bronchitis, cough, fever and later,
haemoptysis. He also felt bad in the win-
ter of 1844. Later on, because of many
conflicts, Chopin and Sand broke their
relationship. The handsome Scottish
singer Jane Stirling brought him proudly
to Scotland. Chopin’s symptoms were
constantly progressing with attacks of
exhausting cough, producing sputum
with blood streaks. The humid climate
made his health even worse and thus, he
went back to Paris to die.15
200 OTHER COMPOSERS
ACCIDENT: Johann Schobert © 1735–
1767) FRA, Felix Mendelssohn (1809–
1847) DEU, Stephen Foster (1826–1864)
USA, Emils Darzinsh (1875–1910) LVA,
Mieczyslaw Karlovicz (1876–1909) POL,
George Gershwin (1898–1937) USA,
Pierre – Octave Ferroud (1900–1936) FRA,
Ralph Rainger (1901–1942) USA, Eric
Fogg (1903–1939) GBR, Florencio Cor-
dero Pozadas (1939–1968) BOL,
ADDICTION ALCOHOL: Thomas Balt-
zar (1630–1663) DEU, Michael Wise
(1647–1687) GBR, Giuseppe Aldrovan-
dini (1671–1707) ITA, Georg Monn
(1717–1750) DEU, Etienne Joseph Flo-
quet (1748–1785) FRA, Wolfgang Ama-
deus Mozart (1756–1791) AUT, Armand
Emanuel Trial (1771–1803) FRA, Franz
Schubert (1797–1828) AUT, Norbert
Burgmueller (1810–1836) DEU, Otto
Nicolai (1810–1849) DEU, Stephen
Collins Foster (1826–1864) USA, Louis
Moreau Gottschalk (1829–1869) USA,
Silvestre Revueltas (1899–1940) MEX,
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Biks Beiderbecke (1903–1931) USA,
Charlie Parker (1920–1955) USA,
ANXIETY – DEPRESSION: Michael
Wise (1647–1687) GBR, Jeremiah Clarke
(1674–1707) GBR, Louis – Henry Pai-
sible (1748–1782) FRA, Johann Chris-
toph Vogel (1756–1788) DEU, Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart (1756–1791) AUT, Adel-
heid Eichner (1762–1787) DEU, Franz
Schubert (1797–1828) AUT, Norbert Burg-
muller (1810–1836) DEU, Louis Moreau
Gottschalk (1829–1869) USA, Dora Peya-
chevich (1885–1923) HRV, Peter Warlock
(1894–1930) GBR,
AUTOPSY – POST MORTEM EXAMI-
NATION: Carl Maria von Weber (1786–
1826) DEU, Vincenzo Bellini (1801–1835)
ITA, Fryderyk Chopin (1810–1849) POL,
George Gershwin (1898–1937) USA,
Charlie Green (1900–1935) USA, George
Roderick »Rod« Cless (1907–1944) USA,
Chick Webb (1909–1939), USA, Charles
Parker (1920–1952) USA, Wardell Gray
(1921–1955) USA, Carl Perkins (1928–
1958) USA,
BLINDNESS – IMPAIRED SIGHT
(NEARSIGHTED EXCLUDED): Jose de la
Cruz Mena (1874–1907) ESP,
DEAFNESS – IMPAIRED HEARING:
Louis Moreau Gottschalk (1829–1869)
USA, Georges Bizet (1838–1875) FRA,
Franyo Krezma (1862–1881) HRV,
DENTAL PROBLEM – DISEASE: Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart (1756–1791) AUT,
Franz Schubert (1797–1828) AUT, Fry-
deryk Chopin (1810–1849) POL – FRA,
DIABETES: Eric Allan Dolphy (1928–
1964) USA, Matthew Ashman (1962–
1995) USA, Julii Kliinskih (1964–2000)
USA, Tonya Braun (1965–2001) USA,
Doug Ferguson (1971–2002) USA, Earl
Bethel (1972–2000) USA, Andrew West
(1981–2001) USA,
DIGESTIVE DISEASE: Wolfgang Ama-
deus Mozart (1756–1791) AUT, Carl
Maria von Weber (1786–1826) DEU, Vin-
cenzo Bellini (1801–1835) ITA, Franjo
Pokorni (1825–1859) HRV, Louis Mo-
reau Gottschalk (1829–1869) USA, Mor-
fydd Owen (1891–1918) IRL, George
Gershwin (1898–1937) USA, Milivoy
Koerbler (1930–1971) HRV,
DISABILITY: Carl Maria von Weber
(1786–1826) DEU,
DROWNING: Robert Parsons (1535–
1571) GBR, Andre de Pape (1552–1581)
FLEMISH, Giuseppe Aldrovandini (1672–
1707) TAL, Domingo Terradellas (1711–
1751) ESP, Thomas Linley (1756–1778)
GBR, Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1847)
DEU, Norbert Burgmueller (1810–1836)
DEU, Charles Naginski (1909–1940)
USA, Er Nie (1912–1935) CHN, Albert
Ayler (1936–1970) USA, Jeff Buckley
(1966–1997) USA, Art Porter (1961–
1996) USA, David Strome (1981–2000)
USA, Elliot Brown (1979–2001) USA,
Joe Mayer (1970–2003) USA, John Red-
man (1964–2003) USA, Robinson Mar-
tin (1985–2004) USA,
EAR – NOSE – THROAT DISEASE:
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–1791)
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AUT, Carl Maria von Weber (1786–
1826) DEU, Fryderyk Chopin (1810–
1849) POL, Georges Bizet (1838–1875)
FRA,
HEART ATTACK: Georges Bizet (1838–
1875) FRA,
HEART FAILURE: Fryderyk Chopin
(1810–1859) POL,
INFECTIOUS DISEASE – EXCEPT
PLAGUE, SYPHILIS, TUBERCULOSIS,
RESPIRATORY INFLAMMATORY DIS-
EASE: Domenico Alberti (1710–1740)
ITA, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–
1791) AUT, Carl Maria von Weber (1786–
1826) DEU, Franz Schubert (1797–
1828) AUT, Vincenzo Bellini (1801–1835)
ITA, Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809–
1847) DEU, Fryderyk Chopin (1810–
1849) POL, Louis Moreau Gottschalk
(1829–1869) USA, Georges Bizet (1838–
1879) FRA, Carl Tausig (1841–1871)
POL, Franjo Krezma (1862–1881) HRV,
Juventino Rosas (1868–1894) MEX, Guil-
laume Lekeu (1870–1894) FRA, Dora
Peyachevich (1885–1923) HRV, Vit Ne-
jedly (1912–1945) CZE,
INTOXICATION: Chastelain de Couci
(c1165–1203) FRA, Leonardo Vinci
(1690–1730) ITA, Johann Schobert
(c1735–1767) DEU, Wolfgang Amade-
us Mozart (1756–1791) AUT,
KIDNEY – UROLOGICAL DISEASE:
Johann Hermann Schein (1596–1630)
DEU, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–
1791) AUT, Vjekoslav Karas (1821–
1858) HRV, Dora Peyachevich (1885–
1923) HRV,
MALIGNANT DISEASE: Viktor Haus-
man (1871–1909) HRV, George Gershwin
(1898–1937) USA, Franyo Dugan Junior
(1901–1934) HRV, Dinu Lipatti (1917–
1950) ITA,
MURDER – WOUND: Jean de Chaynee
(1540–1577) BEL, Alessandro Stradella
(1644–1682) ITA, Michael Wise (1647–
1687) GBR, Domingo Miguel Bernabe
Terradellas (1711–1751) ESP, Louis Fer-
dinand (1772–1806) FRA, Juan Jose
Landaeta (1780–1814) ITA, Francesco
Salvador-Daniel (1831–1871) FRA, Cle-
ment Harris (1871–1897) GBR, Mieczy-
slaw Karlovicz (1876–1909) POL, Fre-
derick Septimus Kelly (1881–1916) AUS,
Styepan Ivichich (1882–1915) HRV,
George Butterworth (1885–1916) GBR,
Ernest Bristow Farrar (1885–1918) GBR,
Andriya Zagorac (1886–1914) HRV, Rudi
Stephan (1887–1915) DEU, William
Browne (1888–1915) GBR, Ivo Prishlin
(1902–1941) HRV, Pavao Markovac
(1903–1941) HRV, Ladislav Grinski
(1904–1941) HRV, Glenn Miller (1904–
1944) USA, Alejandro Garcia Caturla
(1906–1940) CUB, Edmund von Borck
(1906–1944) DEU, Alfred Pordes (1907–
1942) SRB, Mirko Kolarich (1910–1945)
HRV, Jehan Alain (1911–1940) FRA,
Vladimir Gerchan (1912–1945) HRV,
Robert Herzl (1913–1941) SRB, Venia-
min Fleishman (1913–1941) RUS, Zden-
ko Kayser (1914–1941) HRV, Helmut
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Braeutigam (1914–1942) DEU, Miroslav
Grdzan (1915–1945) HRV, Nico Richter
(1915–1945) NLD, Dick Kattenburg
(1919–1944) NED, Gideon Klein (1919–
1945) CZE,
NEUROLOGICAL DISEASE – EXCEPT
STROKE AND NEUROSYPHILIS: Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart (1756–1791) AUT,
Franz Schubert (1797–1828) AUT, Hans
Skramstad (1797–1828) NOR, Vincenzo
Bellini (1801–1835) ITA, Felix Mendel-
ssohn (1809–1847) DEU, Norbert Burg-
mueller (1810–1836) DEU, Louis Chau-
vin (1881–1908) FRA, George Gershwin
(1898–1937) USA, George Roderick
»Rod« Cless (1907–1944) USA, David
Jarvis Tough (1907–1948) USA, Earl
»Bud« Powell (1926–1966) USA,
NEUROSYPHILIS (PSYCHOSIS – GENE-
RAL PARESIS): Franz Schubert (1797–
1828) AUT, Vilem Blodek (1834–1874)
CZE, Frank Ernst (1847–1889) DEU,
Eugeniusz Pankiewicz (1857–1898) POL,
Louis Chauvin (1881–1908) USA,
PLAGUE EPIDEMIC (ordered chrono-
logically according to years of death):
Robert White (1538–1574) GBR, Vinko
Jelich (1596–1636) HRV, Domenico Ga-
brielli (1651–1690) ITA Girolamo Para-
bosco (1524–1557) ITA, Jean de Chaynee
(1540–1577) BEL, Leonardo Simonetti
(end 16th century–1630) ITA, Giovanni
Fontana (1589–1630) ITA, Samuel Mi-
chael (1597–1632) DEU, Johann Urlich
Steigleder (1598–1635) DEU, Carlo Fa-
rina (1600–1640) ITA, Carlo Capellini
(1650–1683) ITA, Jeremiah Clarke (1674–
1707) GBR,
PSYCHOSIS – SCHIZOPHRENIA, BI-
POLAR DISORDER, DELIRIUM: John
Clegg (1714–1750) GBR, Frantishek
Koczwara (1750–1791) CZE, Adelaide
Eichner (1760–1787) DEU, Pavel An-
dreyevich Fedotov (1815–1852) RUS,
Hans Rott (1858–1884) AUT, Alexander
Vladimirovich Stanchinsky (1888–1914)
RUS, Peter Warlock (1894–1930) GBR,
RESPIRATORY INFLAMMATORY DIS-
EASE: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–
1791) AUT, Stephen Storace (1763–1796)
GBR. Carl Maria von Weber (1786–1826)
DEU, Fryderyk Chopin (1810–1849) POL,
Hans Rott (1858–1884) AUT, Samuel
Coleridge-Taylor (1875–1912) GBR,
Charles Tomlinson Griffes (1884–1920)
USA,
LUNG EMPHYSEMA, PNEUMONIA:
William Baines (1899–1922) GBR,
RESPIRATORY NON – INFLAMMATO-
RY DISEASE: Wolfgang Amadeus Mo-
zart (1756–1791) AUT, Fryderyk Chopin
(1810–1849) POL,
RHEUMATIC DISEASE: Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart (1756–1791) AUT, Carl
Maria von Weber (1786–1826) DEU,
Georges Bizet (1838–1875) FRA,
SKIN CHANGE – DISEASE: David
Rizzio (c 1525–1566) ITA, Alessandro
Stradella (1644–1682) ITA, Ignazio Al-
bertini (c 1644–1685) ITA, Wolfgang Ama-
deus Mozart (1756–1791) AUT, Carl
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Maria von Weber (1786–1826) DEU,
Franz Schubert (1797–1828) AUT, Vin-
cenzo Bellini (1801–1835) ITA, Felix
Mendelssohn (1809–1847) DEU, Fryderyk
Chopin (1810–1849) POL, Stephen Fo-
ster (1826–1864) USA, Louis Moreau
Gottschalk (1829–1869) USA, Georges
Bizet (1838–1875) FRA, James Europe
(1880–1919) USA,
STROKE: Felix Mendelssohn (1809–
1847) DEU, Otto Nicolai (1810–1849)
DEU,
SUICIDE: Jeremiah Clarke (c1674–
1707) GBR, Leon Henry Paisible (1706–
1742) FRA, Maksym Berezovsky (1745–
1777) RUS, Louis Paisible (1748–1782)
FRA, Adelaide Eichner (1760–1787)
DEU, Thomas Geary (1775–1801) IRL,
Friedrich Theodor Froehlich (1803–1836)
CHE, Vyekoslav Karas (1821–1858) HRV,
Andrija Torkvat Brlich (1893–1931) HRV,
Peter Warlock (1894–1930) GBR, Eric
Fogg (1903–1939) GBR, Hugo Distler
(1908–1942) DEU, Charles Naginski
(1909–1940) USA, Charlie Parker (1920–
1955) USA, Noel Mewton-Wood (1922–
1953) AUS, Anthony Watson (1933–1973)
NZL,
SURGERY: Morfydd Owen (1891–
1918) GBR, Lili Boulanger (1893–1918)
FRA, Edmund Thornton Jenkins (1894–
1926) USA, George Gershwin (1898–
1937) USA,
TUBERCULOSIS – CONSUMPTION:
Johannes Lupi (c1506–1539) FRA, Pa-
vao Skalich (1534–1575) HRV, Jakob
Meiland (1542–1577) DEU, Nikola Gau-
dencije (1564–1601) HRV, Nathanael
Schnittelbach (1633–1667) DEU, Dome-
nico Gabrielli (1651–1690), Henry Pur-
cell (1659–1695) GBR, Jacob Schutz
(1661–1700) DEU, Nicola Sabini (1676–
1705) ITA, Domenico Zipoli (1688–
1726) ITA, Jurij Kuralt (1700–1733)
SLO, Joseph Hector Fiocco (1704–1742)
BEL, Jose Antonio Seixas (1704–1742)
POR, Giovanni Battista Pergolesi (1710–
1736) ITA, Domenico Alberti (1710–
1740) ITA, Jan Vaclaw Stamitz (1717–
1757) CZE, Johann Christoph Altnikol
(1719–1759) DEU, Andrea Adolfati
(1721–1760) ITA, Domenico Auletta
(1723–1753) ITA, Johann Goldberg
(1727–1756) DEU, Gian Francesco De
Majo (1732–1770) ITA, Frantishek Xa-
ver Brixi (1732–1771) CZE, Antonio
Felici (1742–1772) ITA, Etienne Joseph
Floquet (1748–1785) FRA, Ivan Werner
(1752–1786) HRV, Ludwig August Le-
brun (1752–1790) DEU, Johann Schro-
ter (1753–1788) DEU, Luigi Braccini
(1755–1791) ITA, Anton Tomazh Lin-
hart (1756–1795) SLO, Karel Kopriva
(1756–1785) CZE, Joseph Martin Kraus
(1756–1792) DEU, Hugh Reinagle (1759–
1785) GBR, Hyacinthe Jadin (1769–
1800) FRA, Lucille – Angelique Gretry
(1772–1790) FRA, Joseph Johann Bap-
tist Woelfl (1773–1812) DEU, Joachim
Nicolas Eggert (1779–1813) SWE,
George Pinto (1785–1806) GBR, Carl
Maria von Weber (1786–1826) DEU, Fre-
deric Ernest Fesca (1789–1826) DEU,
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Jan Vaclav Vo i{ek (1791–1825) CZE,
Vincenzo Bellini (1801–1835) ITA, Juan
Crisostomo Arriaga (1806–1826) ESP,
Jozef Slavik (1806–1833) CZE, Ludwig
Schuncke (1810–1834) DEU, Egerton
Webbe (1810–1840) GBR, Fryderyk Cho-
pin (1810–1849) POL, George Aspull
(1813–1832) GBR, Alexandre Artot
(1815–1845) BEL, Alojzije Ipavec (1815–
1849) SLO, Vincenc Cuyas Y Bores
(1816–1839) ESP, Vatroslav Lisinski
(1819–1854) HRV, Isaac Woodbury
(1819–1858) USA, Miyo Hayko (1820–
1848) HRV, Theodor Uhlig (1822–1853)
DEU, Josip Tomazhevec (1824–1851)
HRV, Ignacy Marceli Komorowski (1824–
1857) POL, Edward Francis Fitzwilliam
(1824–1857) ENG, Vatroslav Vernak
(1824–1863) HRV, Franjo Pokorni (1825–
1859) HRV, Alexander Stadtfeld (1826–
1853) BEL, Carl Filtsch (1830–1845)
RUM, Kamilo Mashek (1831–1859) SLO,
Julius Reubke (1832–1858) DEU, Fran-
cis Edward Bache (1833–1858) GBR,
Tekla Badarzewska (1834–1861) POL,
Alexis de Castillon (1838–1873) FRA,
Hermann Gustav Goetz (1840–1876)
DEU, Rikard Nordraak (1842–1866)
NOR, Anton Hajdrih (1842–1878) SLO,
Sidney Lanier (1842–1881) USA, Agnes
Tyrrell (1846–1883) CZE, Josip Koci-
yanchich (1849–1878) HRV, Robert Bur-
garella (1849–1887) USA, Antoni Stolpe
(1851–1872) POL, Juliusz Zarebski
(1854–1885) POL, Alfredo Catalani
(1854–1893) ITA, Hans Rott (1858–
1884) AUT, Aloyza Lavrenchich (1860–
1890) HRV, Franyo Krezhma (1862–
1881) HRV, Ethelbert Nevin (1862–
1901) USA, Hrabroslav Volarich (1863–
1895) HRV, Pavao Matiyevich (1866–
1901) HRV, Vasily Sergeyevich Kalin-
nykov (1866–1901) RUS, Antun Vanca{
(1867–1888) HRV, Juventino Rosas
(1868–1894) MEX, Karlo Piyenta (1869–
1902) SLO, Sigurd Lie (1871–1904)
NOR, Vinko Kreka (1874–1914) SLO,
Mikalojus Konstantinas Chiurlionis (1875–
1911) RUS, Charles Hunter (1876–1906)
USA, Karel Kukla (1876–1913) HRV,
Ernst Mielck (1877–1899) FIN, Gabriel
Dupont (1878–1914) FRA, Rentaro Taki
(1879–1903) JAP, Scott Hayden (1882–
1915) USA, Milutin Polich (1883–1908)
HRV, Dragan Duymushich (1884–1914)
HRV, Dora Peyachevich (1885–1923)
HRV, Vladimir Josip Hafner (1886–
1907) HRV, Jose Usandizaga (1887–1915)
ESP, Cesar Cortinas (1890–1918) URU,
Lili Boulanger (1893–1918) USA, Ed-
mund Thornton Jenkins (1894–1926)
USA, Tadiya Leto (1895–1926) HRV,
Jean Cartan (1906–1932) FRA, Vite-
zslava Kapralova (1915–1940) CZE,
Bozhidar Mohachek (1916–1944) HRV,
Branko Milin (1918–1940) HRV, Milan
Harashta (1919–1946) CZE.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
It is necessary to comment on some
early deaths of very young musicians –
composers who died before their twen-
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ties. Some of them were very talented
(Filtch – 15, Pozadas – 15, Gretry – 18,
Kre`ma – 19, Arriaga – 19, Aspull – 19,
Martin – 19, Linley, LA Pinto, Vo i{ek,
Schuncke, Cuyas, Reubke, Stolpe, Rott,
Vanca{, Mielck, L. Boulanger, Slavik –
20/25, etc.).
We elaborated the destinies of 200 com-
posers who died young – before their for-
tieth birthday – in their adolescence,
twenties and thirties – mostly of con-
sumption – tuberculosis (108), murder –
wound (32), drowning (17), infections
(15), plague epidemic (12), anxieties –
depressions and dependences (22), sui-
cides (15), psychoses (11), neurogical
diseases (14), respiratory diseases (8),
digestive diseases (9), diabetes (7), skin
changes (13) and other less represented
disorders – diseases or interventions.
The comprehensive lists are added – as
well as the completed lists.
CONCLUSION
It is obvious that the main cause of the
young compoers’ deaths were infectious
diseases (tuberculosis, etc.), violence
and psychiatric disorders.
HRVATSKI NASLOV
Sa`etak – Nasuprot ve}ine dugo`ivu}ih
skladatelja tijekom 5 stolje}a, koji su `ivjeli
preko 60 godina, uo~ili smo da je zna~ajan
broj skladatelja umro mla|i od 40 godina.
Iznijeli smo sudbine, bolesti i uzroke smrti
200 mladih skladatelja, s time da smo stavili
naglasak na 10 najzna~ajnijih i na 20-ak koji
su umrli prije 20. godine `ivota – naj~e{}e od
tuberkuloze.
Klju~ne rije~i: skladatelji (200) mladi,
bolesti, smrt
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